A   VISIT   TO   THE    BRANCH   HOSPITALS
seems to be no sense of social responsibility outside the
family, which, with the caste, is the supreme unit of
Indian society. And the almsgiving business is done
in order to get ' Punniam' or merit for yourself—not
for the beggar's sake.
" The way in which Mr. Padmanabha Rao and Ms
family have built this hospital and take an interest in
it is a very exceptional and worthy thing—I wish it
were more usual! "
Here is an old woman with cataract. Gradually, her
sight has got dimmer, and last year she went to a hakim l
with a local reputation (largely created by his own friends
and their advertising energies). He attempted to cure her,
but destroyed the eye he operated upon with a dirty needle.
"Luckily for her, he only tried one eye. We can save
the other and give her a good deal of sight in it—so she
is for operation to-morrow. Next, a little baby with a
rupture. A whiff of chloroform and a few stitches will
put that right—he is for operation to-morrow. Then we
see a crippled boy, almost starving, for he has had a
crippled leg for several years owing to a vaittyan's mal-
treatment of a fracture. He will have to have it X-rayed,
so we mark him for Neyyoor. He bursts out crying, for
his people,can't possibly afford to take him a one-and-
sixpenny bus ride, nor to feed him when away from home.
"But the other two patients, rather better off, have each
had to pay a rupee for their consultation fee, and there
are two rupees for the crippled boy's journey. I write a
note to Orr, telling him of the boy's circumstances, and
we pack him off in the next bus. Next, a young married
woman—very worried, as she has never had a baby, and
she is longing for a child. Besides, there is the ques-
tion, so important to the Hindu, of the disgrace of being
childless. Can we do anything for her ? She is directed
to the private examination room, and ^fter seeing a few
more patients I go along there with the nurse to examine
1 Mohammedan medicine-man.
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